tributing authors been made to consider explicitly how the genetic, neurochemical, neurophysiological and neuroanatomical findings might be interrelated. Perhaps the most striking omission from the book concerns the recent burgeoning e-vid-ence for a lack of the theory of mind in individuals with autismi and the implications these findings have for neurobiology of the condition. Nevertheless, this book provides a series of useful overviews in important areas of neurobiological research in autism and is a most worthwhile addition to your library. and 57 all discuss in detail the evidence that the subthalamic nucleus is pivotal to the functioning of the BG and thus their role in the development of abnormal movements. Stricter editing of these chapters would have strengthened the value of this book.
Overall the book clarifies many of the issues that are currently at the forefront of basal ganglia (BG) research. For example, the concept that the BG consist of a series of parallel pathways is challenged anatomically, electrophysiologically and pharmacologically. Furthermore it is becoming clear that LTP and LTD may be a feature of the normal striatum and dependent on its dopaminergic innervation. In addition this dopaminergic innervation is not only a classical synaptic phasic one but can also influence the striatal neurons and their impinging cortical afferents by a paracrine tonic release of dopamine. This may be important in the normal functions of the BG especially with respect to their role in non-motor functions and the clinical pathophysiology of BG related disorders.
Therefore this book provides much useful information, but is more of interest to the scientist than clinician. Furthermore its size and price limits its appeal, and so those to whom the book most appeals will have either contributed to it or be in possession of more recent reviews and papers. ROGER BARKER This book is dedicated to the memory of Dr Richard Heikkila, who pioneered much of the early work on MPTP induced parkinsonism. It is therefore a great shame that it does not serve as a better tribute to him. The book is presented in an attractive format but there are a large number of major editing errors, for example in chapter 17, figures 6 and 8 are identical. Furthermore the topics chosen for discussion are limited in their perspective and dated in their presentation. In particular the book over-emphasises the MPTP model in an irritatingly repetitive fashion and fails to address its value compared to other models of parkinsonism, most notably the 6-OHDA lesioned rodent. Other examples of this limited approach to aspects of Parkinson's disease (PD) research abound. In the chapter on neurotrophic factors by Schneider only gangliosides are discussed, ignoring the wealth of information on other neurotrophic factors which are of more physiological relevance to the nigral dopaminergic neurons and the development of PD. Indeed the whole book is outdated with no references more recent than 1991. Whilst this can suffice in some areas of research this is not the case for most aspects of PD research, so for example there is no discussion of the DATATOP study or recent clinical trials with embryonic nigral grafts. 
